Meeting:

Meeting Date:
Meeting convened:
Meeting Adjourned:

Meeting Locations: Video Conference:

Board Members Present:

Minutes October 22, 2025

IDFPR/Illinois Nursing Workforce Center
October 22, 2025

11:07 a.m.

12:46 p.m.

Chicago #5C5, Springfield#258

Guests: remote

Lynda M. Bartlett, Member

Glenda Morris Burnett, Member
Gina Canny, Member

Heather Escobar, Member

Elaine Hardy, Member

Blanca Miller, Member

Karen Richey, Member

Diane Smith, Member

Theresa E. Towle, Vice-chairperson.

*

Board Members Virtual: Krista L. Jones, Chairperson

Daisy Sherry, Member

Board Members Absent: None

Staff Present: Michele Bromberg, Nursing Coordinator

Linda B. Roberts, Manager

Guests: Remote: Arielle Hernandez, NNU

Topic Action

. Call to Order, Roll call.
a. Declaration of a quorum at 11:07 a.m.

Il. Announcements, Correspondence
1. Welcome to lllinois Nursing Workforce Center Advisory Board.
2. lllinois Board of Higher Education (IBHE)

a. FY26 Nurse Educator Fellowship program applications are due Oct 31, 2025. The 2026
recognition event may again be virtual, hosted by IBHE.

b. One Click College Admit is a new college direct admissions program. There is one criterion
for admission: grade point average (GPA). This program is for lllinois high school seniors,
community college transfer students to public universities and community colleges.

3. Power of Nursing Leadership annual event, hosted by the University of lllinois College of

Nursing, Friday, November 7, 2025.

4. lllinois Nurses Foundation annual event, December 6, 2025.
lll.  Review and Approval of Open Minutes 09/17/25
Approval of the September 17, 2025, INWC Advisory Board meeting minutes. minutes
Motion was made/seconded: T. Towle/K. Richey move to approve the September 17, approved
2025, meeting minutes. Abstain: none. by
individual
board
members.
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IV.  Chairman Time
1. December 10, 2025, Advisory Board meeting date — discuss quorum, potential conflicts.
Agree: to reschedule meeting to Thursday December 4, 2025, 11am — 1pm,
videoconference Chicago and Springfield, IL.
2. lllinois Student Assistance Commission (ISAC) Nursing Education Scholarship (NES) Program
Review nursing education scholarship information that a recipient must begin
employment in lllinois within a certain amount of time after graduation. Further, no
language in the statue prevents an NES awardee from using their post-graduation
employment to fulfill both the NES service obligation and any other service obligation
resulting from other financial aid. https://www.isac.org/students/during-college/types-of-
financial-aid/scholarships/nursing-education-scholarship-program.html
FY26 scholarship distribution: FY26 scholarship funding is $4 million. Similar to FY25
application and distribution: there were approximately 7-800 eligible applicants, 258
applicants were awarded funding, 238 received funding. The award amounts are not always
requested by the schools, so a student could be eligible for an award and their school may
only request part of that award, or none for various reasons.
If there are any leftover funds after distribution to initial recipients, ISAC does a second
round if there are other eligible applicants who did not receive an award in the first round.

V. Board Liaison Time

1. L.B. Roberts, Board Liaison
-The IDFPR HUB webpage https://idfpr.illinois.gov/thehub.html includes key initiatives
that matter to lllinoisans. From faster licensing to greater transparency and smarter
regulation, this page highlights the work behind the headlines: our accomplishments,
impact and vision for the future. This information has been sent to the lllinois Coalition of
Nursing Organization/ICNO member-leaders.

1. -The partnership with Illinois Department of Employment Security/IDES continues.
HB1615/PA 225 ILCS 65/75-10 requires that a demand/employer survey be developed no
later than 2027 with a biennial report to the lllinois Legislature. HB1615 includes that an
employer/demand survey be developed no later than 2027 with a report to the
legislature; biennial after that. Working with IDES has resulted in the demand/employer
data being separated by the 102 Illinois counties, separated by level of licensure: LPN, RN,
APRN, separated by employment setting and job postings.

-Plan: agree to next receive demand data from December 2026. This is the same year
that RN, APRN and APRN-FPA license renewal is completed and during the process of LPN
license renewal which begins in November through January the following year.

The data to be divided by 102 lllinois counties, and to include the same types of nurse
occupations and mix of acute and non-acute employers.

The IDFPR data collection will be in December 2026, will be divided by 102 lllinois
counties and will include the number of LPNs, RNs, APRN-FPAs and type of APRN (CRNA,
CNMW, CNP and CNS) per county.

2. M. Bromberg, Nursing Coordinator
-Update IDFPR CORE licensing system
-Next Board of Nursing meeting Friday, November 7, 2025.

VII. Old Business —
1. Draft demand survey data.
The partnership with Illinois Department of Employment Security/IDES continues. An
overview of the draft data of Illinois LPNs, RNs, CNMWs, CRNAs, CNPs and CNSs was
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briefly discussed. Data from December 2024, distributed amongst 102 lllinois counties,

separated by level of licensure: LPN, RN, APRN, was placed in a table divided by county.

The sources of data include:

-Lightcast: a company that has employment information.

-O*Net Code: monthly online job postings by occupation.

-North American Industry Classification System/NAICS: monthly online job postings by

industry.

-SOC/Standard Occupation Codes are from the U. S. Department of Labor Statistics, a

federal statistical standard to classify workers into occupational category, annual

employment and demographics by occupation.

- NAICS: annual employment information by industry.

-IDFPR/Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation: number of LPNs, RNs
and APRNs per county with active licenses.

This partnership IDES began with a first meeting in December 2024. There have been

three meetings since then, and draft demand data was received a few months ago. The

draft grid that the INWC board received is a combination of data from IDFPR and IDES.

Plan: to create a draft report of the lllinois demand data based on the information from

IDFPR and IDES.

VIIl. New Business Action:
1. [lllinois Nursing Workforce Center (INWC) Strategic Plan approve
- Review FY25 strategic plan, discuss objectives, timelines, accomplishments. FY26
- Review and discuss FY26 strategic plan. Discuss, in numerical order, each objective, the strategic
individual strategies, timelines and metrics. plan

General consensus agreement amongst board members with revised FY INWC strategic plan.
2. The National Forum of State Nursing Workforce Centers (The Forum) PowerPoints.
Discussion on hold. PowerPoints focus on framing the workforce challenge, valuing
nursing’s contribution, a national study measuring nursing supply.

IX. Public Comment None.

X. Adjournment There being

Motion was made to adjourn the meeting: G. Morris-Burnett/T. Towle seconded. go f_“rthetr
usiness to

be brought
before the
Board, the
meeting
adjourned
at 12:46 pm

The next INWC BOD meeting will be Thursday, December 4, 2025, 11am-1pm.
Springfield: room 376, Chicago: room 5C5.

Members of the Illinois Nursing Workforce Center (INWC) Advisory Board of Directors: Lynda Bartlett, Chicago, IL;
Gina Canny, Springfield, IL; Heather Escobar, Norridge, IL; Elaine Hardy, Bloomington, IL; Krista Jones, Broadlands, IL;
Blanca Miller, Dunlap, IL; Glenda Morris-Burnett, Chicago, IL; Karen Richey, IN; Daisy Sherry, Darien, IL; Diane Smith,
Richton Park, IL; Theresa Towle, Tinley Park, IL.

The lllinois Nursing Workforce Center (INWC) (formerly the lllinois Center for Nursing) was established in 2006 to
advocate for appropriate nursing resources necessary to meet the healthcare needs of the citizens of lllinois. INWC is
working with industry professionals and educational institutions to ensure that lllinois has a nursing workforce necessary
to meet the demands of a growing and aging population. INWC Website: https://nursing.illinois.gov

3 | Page

www.facebook.com/ILDFPR www.idfpr.com http://twitter.com/#/IDFPR



https://www.facebook.com/ILDFPR
http://www.idfpr.com/
http://twitter.com/#!/IDFPR
https://nursing.illinois.gov/

