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Continuing Education FAQ 
 
 
This FAQ is designed to answer only the most common general questions received by the 
Department regarding CE. All licensees are urged to review the CE rules, which can be found at the 
Department’s website http://www.idfpr.com/dpr/WHO/nurs.asp.  
 
How many CE hours do I need and when are they due?  

- LPNs must complete 20 hours of CE every 2 years (beginning January 31, 2011, due 
January 31, 2013). 

- RNs must complete 20 hours of CE every 2 years (beginning May 31, 2010, due  
      May 31, 2012). 
 -    APNs must complete 50 hours of CE every 2 years (due May 31, 2012). 

 
(Per Section 1300.130(a)(1).) 

 
Who is an approved sponsor?  
 

The rules set forth a large number of organizations that are considered ‘pre-approved’ 
sponsors. These organizations do not have to obtain a CE sponsor license from IDFPR but 
must still comply with the standards and requirements regarding content, certificates, etc. 
Below is a partial list of pre-approved sponsors.  
 

- American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC) accredited or approved providers. 

- Illinois Nurse Association or its affiliates. 

- Illinois Society for Advanced Practice Nursing (ISAPN). 

- Nursing education programs approved by the Department.  

- Any other accredited school, college or university, or State agency that provides CE in 

a form and manner consistent with the rules. 

- Providers approved by another state's board of nursing. 

- CE used to satisfy the CE requirements of another jurisdiction (CE taken to maintain 

licensure in another state).   
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- Recognized certification bodies (or their approved providers) that provide 

certifications required for APN licensure.  

- Any conference that provides CME 

 
Please note this is not a complete list. See Section 1300.130(c)(1) for additional groups or 
entities. In addition, organizations may obtain CE sponsor licenses issued by the 
Department.  

 
 
Are there other ways to earn CE?  
 

Yes, CE can be earned in a number of non-traditional ways including academic college 
courses and authoring papers. Please see Section 1300.130 (b) for detailed information.  

 
 
What kind of records should I keep?  
 

The Department recommends that all licensees maintain documents to verify attendance at 
CE programs or other compliance with the CE requirements. This may include copies of 
certificates of attendance or transcripts. These documents may be needed if the Department 
conducts a CE audit.  

 
 
 
Again, all licensees are urged to review Section 1300.130 of the Nurse Act Rules for additional 
detailed information.  


